
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL 
 

 19 October, 2022 
 

 Meeting commenced:    9.55 a.m. 
                                                    “         adjourned:  10:30 a.m.  
        “     re-convened:  10.45 a.m.   

         “         adjourned:  11:35 a.m.  
        “     re-convened:  11.50 a.m.   

        “               ended:    1:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                    
 

PRESENT: Councillor Ann-Marie Humphreys - Ceremonial Mayor and Chair 
 

  Mr Paul Dennett - City Mayor 
   

Councillors Yolande Amana-Ghola, Damian Bailey, Michele Barnes, 

Samantha Bellamy, Barbara Bentham, Paula Boshell, Maria Brabiner, 
Adrian Brocklehurst, Jim Cammell, Stephen Coen, Philip Cusack, 

Heather Fletcher, Robin Garrido, Jane Hamilton, Bill Hinds, Adam 
Kealey, Tracy Kelly, Jim King, David Lancaster, Sophia Linden, Ray 
Mashiter, Mike McCusker, John Merry, John Mullen, Lewis Nelson, 

Wilson Nkurunziza, Teresa Pepper, Mike Pevitt, Gina Reynolds, Neil 
Reynolds, Hannah Robinson-Smith, Jake Rowland, Mishal Saeed, 

Alexis Shama, Nathaniel Tetteh, Les Turner, Chris Twells, Madeline 
Wade, Roseanna Wain, Darren Ward, Alex Warren and Jack Youd.  

 

 
45. MINUTE’S SILENCE 

  
Elected members joined the Ceremonial Mayor for a minute’s silence in memory of 
former Councillors Beryl Howard and Alice Smyth who had recently both sadly 

passed away. Condolences are extended to both Alice’s and Beryl’s family and 
friends. 

 
46. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Sharmina August, 
Joshua Brooks, Tanya Burch, Bob Clarke, Jim Dawson, Stuart Dickman, Karen 

Garrido, Roger Jones, Ari Leitner, Kate Lewis, Margaret Morris, Arnold Saunders, 
Robert Sharpe, Irfan Syed, Andrew Walters, John Warmisham, and Barry Warner. 
 

47.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  

 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
48. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

 
The minutes of the meetings held on 20th July and 19th September 2022 were both 



approved as correct records, subject to the latter being amended by the deletion of 
Councillor Stuart Dickman from the list of persons present. 

 
49. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 
 Questions were received as follows and replied to accordingly:- 
 

(a) From Steve North - Salford City UNISON Branch Secretary 
 

“Does this council remain committed to working with trade unions like UNISON 
to deliver on the City Mayor’s pledge of an insourcing commission to consider 
insourcing services when contracts expire, including in social care, and if so, 

will the council ensure that UNISON receives a timetable of contract renewal 
dates to ensure we can properly participate in the commission?” 

 
Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Finance and Support Services, confirmed 
Salford City Council remained committed to the City Mayor’s pledge and for UNISON 

to receive a timetable of contract renewal dates together with the ability to participate 
in the deliberations of the Insourcing Commission. 

 
(b) From Sharon Clayton - a front line Salford care worker 
 

“At the 2021 local elections, the majority of councillors in this chamber were 
elected after signing up to six social care pledges produced by UNISON. Those 

were the Foundation Living Wage for all Salford care workers, holiday pay based 
on normal wages, sleep-in pay at the Foundation Living Wage rate, occupational 
sick pay for all care workers, publicly delivered social care and a strong voice 

for workers, those in receipt of care and their loved ones. While we have seen 
progress on some of these pledges, we are yet to see requirements that care 

providers should ensure care workers receive occupational sick pay when we 
are off work ill and it does not seem that children’s social care providers are 
under the same requirement to pay sleep-in rates at the Living Wage, as adult 

care providers. Does the council intend to deliver on the pledges and deal with 
these issues?” 

 
Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Finance and Support Services, replied by 
saying the City Council had worked hard to achieve four of the pledges and would 

continue to do the same for the remaining two.  
 

(c) From Brenda Rushworth - a front line Salford care worker 
 
“Whilst not close to what we deserve, the Foundation Living Wage being paid 

to all Care Workers in Salford has been a vital lifeline for us. For many of us it 
has been difference between making ends meet or having to leave a sector 

which we love. Not only that, a pay rise, albeit small, goes some way to making 
us feel valued for the work we do. Now more than ever it is crucial that our pay 
continues to rise with cost of living, and yet every year we have to fight tooth 

and nail to get our pay rise passed on to us. Every year, many of our employers 
try to avoid increasing our pay in line with the Foundation Living Wage. This 

won’t stop until the council give them no choice and write the payment of 



Foundation Living Wage into all Social Care Contracts. Will you commit to 
making the Foundation Living Wage a requirement in all future Social Care 

Contracts that the Council commission?” 
 

Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Finance and Support Services, replied that 
while the legality of such a proposal needed to be verified, this was something the City 
Council were committed to and would work in partnership with trade unions to try and 

achieve. 
 

50. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS 
 

No petitions or communications were submitted. 

 
51. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND PANELS AND REPRESENTATIVES ON 

OUTSIDE BODIES FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2022/23 - UPDATE 
 (Previous Minute 28 - 20 July 2022) 
 

This item was withdrawn. 
 

52.    TREASURY MANAGEMENT ANNUAL REPORT 2021/22 
  

Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Finance and Support Services, submitted a 

report detailing treasury management activity in 2021/22. 
 

Councillor Robin Garrido sought clarification on several issues, which Councillor 
Hinds replied to. Councillor Les Turner added that, all the issues raised by Councillor 
Garrido, were to be considered at the meeting of the Audit and Accounts Committee 

on 26 October 2022, where a more detailed response would be provided. 
 

RESOLVED: THAT the report and the outturn position and the performance of  
treasury management during 2021/22, be noted. 
 

53. NOTICE OF MOTION  
 

 Declaration of a Biodiversity Emergency 
 
 Councillor Mike McCusker moved the following motion, which was seconded by 

Councillor Nathaniel Tetteh. 
 

Salford City Council resolves: 
 
1. That the findings of the Global Biodiversity Outlook, produced by the Convention 

    on Biological Diversity, be noted, in particular: 
i. That biodiversity is declining at an unprecedented rate, and the pressures 

driving this decline are intensifying. 
ii. None of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets will be fully met, in turn threatening the 

achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and undermining efforts to 

address climate change. 
iii. The COVID-19 pandemic has further highlighted the importance of the  

relationship between people and nature, and it reminds us all of the profound 



consequences to our own well-being and survival that can result from continued 
biodiversity loss and the degradation of ecosystems. 

iv. Reports provided by the world’s governments, as well as other sources of 
evidence, reveal examples of progress which, if scaled up, could support the 

transformative changes necessary to achieve the 2050 vision of living in 
harmony with nature. 

 

2. That the Salford City Council believes that: 
i. The impacts of the continued decline in biodiversity were so severe that 

Governments at all levels must work together and make this a top priority. 
ii. As well as improvements in the innate value people place on biodiversity, 

tackling the decline in biodiversity can deliver wider benefits for the 

environment, economy and society and that embedding a Natural Capital 
Approach was essential to realising these. 

 
3. That Salford City Council declare a ‘biodiversity emergency’ alongside the climate  
     emergency to support the delivery of the GM 5 Year Environment Plan. 

 
4. That the existing Climate Action Board: 

i. Monitor progress of indicators of key species diversity and abundance in 
Salford. 

ii. Take a mission-based approach to reversing these declines as part of the 5 

Year Environment Plan and in line with the findings of the GM Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy pilot.  

iii. Consider systematically the biodiversity impact of each area of the Council’s 
activities. 

iv. Make recommendations and set an ambitious timescale for reducing these 

impacts in line with the tasks set out in the GM 5 Year Environment Plan. 
v. Assess the feasibility of requiring all report risk and procurement assessments 

to include biodiversity or natural capital appraisals, including presenting 
alternative approaches which reduce the impact wherever possible. 

vi. Report to the Council every six months on progress and actions required to take 

to address this emergency and how it will continue to work with Greater 
Manchester districts to implement a Mission Based Approach. 

 
5. That it be agreed to task a director level officer with responsibility for tackling the 
    biodiversity impact of the Council’s activities. 

 
6. That it be agreed to equip staff, particularly those involved with buildings, energy 

     and transport management and procurement of goods and service, with an 
     awareness of the biodiversity and natural capital costs and impacts of everyday 
     activities, and the ability and motivation to reduce these. 

 
7. That all organisations, businesses, and citizens can play their part in tackling the 

    biodiversity emergency. 
 
8. That it be agreed that the City Mayor be requested to write to the Prime Minister to 

     inform them that Salford City Council has declared a biodiversity emergency, with 
     a request from Government to provide the resources and powers necessary to 

     deal with it. 



 
Councillor Adam Kealey then moved the following amendments to the motion (as 

revised following advice from the City Solicitor), which were seconded by Councillor 
Robin Garrido:  

 

 Deletion of paragraphs 4(ii) and 4(iv) as detailed above. 

 Insertion of the following additional paragraphs after paragraph 8: 

o 9. That this Council recognises the importance of biodiversity in all green 
sites across Salford. 

o 10. That this Council calls for an end to building on greenbelt land in Salford 
as a result of the biodiversity crisis. 

 
Councillors Adam Kealey and Robin Garrido spoke in support of the amended 
motion.  

 
Councillor Mike McCusker and the City Mayor spoke against the amended motion.  

 
The Ceremonial Mayor put the amendment to Council when, in accordance with the 
Salford City Council Constitution (Part 4 Rules of Procedure, Section A, Rule 19(iv)) a 

recorded vote was requested and duly taken: 
 

For (6) Against (34)  Abstained (2) 

 

Cllr Robin Garrido 
Cllr Kealey 
Cllr Turner 

Cllr Twells 
Cllr Ward  

Cllr Warren 
 
 

Paul Dennett 
Cllr Bailey 
Cllr Barnes 

Cllr Bellamy 
Cllr Bentham 

Cllr Boshell 
Cllr Brabiner 

Cllr Brocklehurst 

Cllr Cammell 
Cllr Coen 

Cllr Cusack 
Cllr Fletcher 
Cllr Hamilton 

Cllr Hinds 
Cllr Kelly  

Cllr King 
Cllr Lancaster 

Cllr Linden 

Cllr Mashiter 
Cllr McCusker 

Cllr Merry 
Cllr Mullen  

Cllr Nkurunziza 

Cllr Pepper 
Cllr Pevitt 

Cllr Gina Reynolds 
Cllr Neil Reynolds 

Cllr Amana-Ghola 
Cllr Nelson 



Cllr Rowland 
Cllr Saeed 
Cllr Shama 

Cllr Tetteh 
Cllr Wade 

Cllr Wain 
Cllr Youd 

(Cllr Robinson-Smith was not present when the vote was taken. Cllr Humphreys as 

Chair did not exercise her vote) 
 
Following which, the Senior Democratic Services Officer declared it not carried by 34 

votes to 6, with 2 abstentions and it was: 
 

RESOLVED: THAT the amendment, as moved by Councillor Adam Kealey and 
detailed above, be rejected. 
 

Councillors Mike McCusker and Nathaniel Tetteh, both spoke in favour of the original 
motion. 

 
The City Mayor, Councillors Lewis Nelson, John Merry, Mike Pevitt and Jake Rowland 
all added their own support for the motion.  

 
Councillors Robin Garrido and Adam Kealey, both spoke against the motion and 
indicated the Conservative Group would not be supporting it. 

 
RESOLVED: THAT the motion, as originally moved by Councillor Mike McCusker, and 

detailed above, be approved and adopted. 
 

54. NOTICE OF MOTION  

 
Late Night Trams and a Better Service 

 
 Councillor Alex Warren moved the following motion, which was seconded by 

Councillor Chris Twells. 

 
This Council notes that: 

 

 Since Covid shuttered the world, our city has bounced back in a big way.  Gigs, 

restaurants, clubbing, and festivals have blossomed in the wake of the pandemic 
with millions flocking to Salford and Greater Manchester to pursue this 
entertainment. 

 If you are out working, or enjoying yourself late at night, residents face a curfew for 
the tram, expensive taxis, or a risky walk home in the dark. 

 Ella Watson, a local resident in London, successfully campaigned to get the night 
tube reinstated to increase women’s safety in the city. 

 The Night Tube is currently running on Friday and Saturday nights on the Central, 

Jubilee, Northern and Victoria lines. When it's fully operational, the Night Tube runs 
on Fridays and Saturdays on the Victoria, Jubilee, and most of the Central, 

Northern and Piccadilly lines. 



 Since November 2021 the Night tube continues to be successful and has 
surpassed fears that it would have limited customers.  The service runs at an off 

peak cost. 

 Concerns that there won’t be enough passengers can be compared to the later 

running airport line which is much used as the “last tram” home for many. An 
expansion to service does not mean less use and many users use a day ticket 

which runs for the whole service. 

 A late-night level of access to Greater Manchester’s Tram services is the best 
transport option to ensure thousands of women across the region can get home 

safely in the evenings and at night. 

 Metrolink has seen a growth and return to pre-covid levels of service users on the 

tram network. 

 Millions enjoy and work as part of the City’s famous and vibrant night-time 

economy. Let’s provide a commuter service that extends beyond the 9 to 5 for our 
hospitality workers. 

 The population of Greater Manchester is projected to rapidly increase in the coming 

years as more and more people move to our city.  We must have the responsibility 
and foresight to put into practice safe and accessible public transport. 

 
This Council resolves to: 

 

 Congratulate Ella Watson on her work to restore the Night tube and help pursue 
safe late-night travel for people in Greater London. 

 Ask Transport for Greater Manchester to run a 3 month trial of the night tram on 
the Eccles via Media City to Ashton-under-Lyne service, and to monitor its success. 

 Ask the Salford City Mayor to write to the Mayor of Greater Manchester for their 
support.           

 

Councillor Robin Garrido then moved the following amendment to the motion, which 
was seconded by Councillor Adam Kealey. 

 

 Ask Transport for Greater Manchester to run a 3 month trial of the night tram on 
the Eccles via Media City to Ashton-under-Lyne service, together with a shuttle 
bus/late night service for onward travel to the outlying areas of Salford to 
enable passengers to continue their onward journey in safety and to monitor 

its success. 
 

The amendment was not debated, nor voted upon. 
 

Councillor Mike McCusker said while the original motion and the amendment to it, had 

his general support, said it contained some factual inaccuracies and therefore 
suggested, the matter be deferred to allow for a revised motion to be drawn up and 

which had cross-party support. Councillor Phil Cusack seconded this proposal. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the matter be deferred until the next meeting on 16th November 

2022.                                     
 

 
 



55. STATEMENT OF THE CITY MAYOR  
 

The City Mayor made announcements, highlighted issues and made comments as 
follows: 

 
(a) The national political events of the past two weeks had been shocking and disastrous, 

compounded by what had effectively been no active government in the preceding 6 

months. H.M. Government’s recent mini-budget had created economic chaos, a £40bn 
“black hole” in the nation’s finances,  the likely return of “austerity” and consequently 

the negative impact this would have on local government. Proposals for extensive tax 
cuts without an increase in revenue to support them, were both untenable and 
reckless.    

 
(b) Jeremy Hunt had been appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer and given the 

responsibility to end this economic turmoil, though his record as Secretary of State for 
Health and Social Care between 2012 and 2018, cast doubt on his ministerial 
capabilities and another prolonged and damaging round of public spending cuts 

seemed inevitable. 
 

(c) These recent events had severely damaged the reputation of the Conservative Party 
with the electorate, with current polling suggesting if a general election was held now 
they would have only 22 seats in the House of Commons. 

  
(d) Salford City Council already faced making £16m of cuts in 2023/24, even before the 

current economic crisis. The economic forecast looked bleak and was mirrored in other 
local authorities across the UK, with local government now facing an existential crisis. 

 

(e)  H.M. Government, over several years, had failed to adequately invest in the nation’s 
services and institutions, to the extent many were now at breaking point. The current 

economic crisis would only damage them further and the communities which 
depended on them, including those in Salford.  

 

(f) Salford City Council had always adopted a pragmatic and measured approach in 
undertaking its statutory duties and delivering services for residents, it would do this 

once again in meeting the challenges it would inevitably have to face arising from the 
mis-management of the nation’s economy. 

 

56. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO THE CITY MAYOR  
  

Q1. Councillor Robin Garrido said the UK faced difficult times economically and conceded 
mistakes had been made by H.M. Government, but equally it had to contend with 
unprecedented factors, such as the pandemic. It was now the time for sound financial 

management, but further cuts to Salford City Council’s funding could not be supported 
and if needed the Conservative Group would make representations to H.M. 

Government on this or join with others to do so.    
 
 The City Mayor noted these comments, but said while the pandemic had impacted, 

H.M Government’s handling of it had been flawed. Similarly, prior to that period, there 
had been a failure to adequately invest in the UK’s infrastructure and services, such 

as the NHS, the negative impact of which was now being realised. 



 
Q2. Councillor Heather Fletcher endorsed the City Mayor’s assessment of Jeremy Hunt’s 

record as a government minister (see minute 55(b)). She also commented that, 
although short, Liz Truss’ tenure as Prime Minister to date had been disastrous. 

Councillor Maria Brabiner endorsed the comments concerning Jeremy Hunt during his 
time as Secretary of State for Health and Social Care.  

 

 The City Mayor welcomed these comments. 
 

Q3. Councillor John Merry commented that H.M. Government’s economic policies, and 
particularly the ill-founded mini-budget (see minute 55(a)), would have a damaging 
impact on the lives of ordinary people of Salford , including those in his own Broughton 

ward. As a fellow Broughton ward representative, Councillor Maria Brabiner echoed 
these comments, along with Yolande Amana-Ghola and Alexis Shama. 

 
 The City Mayor welcomed all these comments and specifically endorsed those of 

Councillor Merry. 

 
Q4.  Councillor Bill Hinds commented there was a common misconception that 

Conservative governments had a good track record in terms managing the nation’s 
economy (see minute 55(a)). This was unfounded and Labour governments had 
generally taken power when the economy was in decline. He went on to say Salford 

City Council faced the prospect of making £69m cuts in its budget over the next three 
years, the impact of which, coupled with the rise in energy bills and the cost of living, 

could be catastrophic for many ordinary people already facing severe hardship.  
Councillor Jane Hamilton endorsed these comments. Councillor Teresa Pepper 
commented that spending cuts now on education and skills, would not only have a 

detrimental impact in the present but also on future generations. 
  

Q5. Councillor Adam Kealey said it was twelve months since the death of David Amess. 
He paid tribute to him, as well as Jo Cox, who had been murdered while carrying out 
their duties as Members of Parliament, or like Rosie Cooper, been subjected to death 

threats. 
 

 The City Mayor endorsed these comments. 
 
Q6.  Councillor Adam Kealey said National Mental Health Day had recently been marked 

on 10 October 2022, raising awareness of an important issue which affected many, 
particularly in Salford, where there were high rates amongst men. He asked what 

support Salford City Council was providing in this regard, particularly for young people 
and the use of mental first aiders in schools, which Councillor Jim Cammell, the Lead 
Member for Children’s and Young Peoples Services, duly provided, including those 

activities specifically aimed at 0 to 25 year olds. Councillor Jane Hamilton commented 
that, Salford City Council currently did much to tackle mental health issues and provide 

support. 
 
 The City Mayor noted the comments of Councillor Kealey. He welcomed the 

responses of both Councillors Cammell and Hamilton, which he concurred with and 
said clearly demonstrated Salford City Council’s was commitment to tackling mental 



health, through a wide range of initiatives and support, which it would continue to 
honour.  

 
Q7.  Councillor Phil Cusack endorsed the City Mayor’s comments regarding H.M. 

Government’s economic policies (see minute 55(a)) and the current reputation of the 
Conservative party with voters (see minute 55(c)). 

 

 The City Mayor welcomed these comments 
    

(At this point in proceedings (1.00 p.m.) the Ceremonial Mayor announced in 
accordance with the Salford City Council Constitution (Part 4, Rules of Procedure 
Section A, Rule 12) the three hours allocated for the meeting had been exceeded and 

accordingly, having not received a request to extend it, declared it closed. She 
indicated all outstanding items, as detailed below, unless otherwise stated, would be 

deferred to the next meeting on 16 November 2022.  
 

57. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO CABINET MEMBERS 

 
RESOLVED: THAT this item be deferred until the next meeting to be held on 16 

November 2022. 
 
58. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO CHAIRS OF SCRUTINY PANELS 

 
RESOLVED: THAT this item be deferred until the next meeting to be held on 16 

November 2022. 
 

59.  GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE DISCHARGE OF FUNCTIONS  

OF JOINT AUTHORITIES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

RESOLVED: THAT this item be deferred until the next meeting to be held on 16 
November 2022. 

 

60.  SCHEDULED REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODY MEMBERS  
 

Submitted reports detailing the recent activities of the following outside bodies: 
 

 The Lowry Centre Trust 

 Manchester Port Health Authority 

 North West Employers Organisation 

 
RESOLVED: THAT the reports be noted. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
A full audio/visual recording of these proceedings can be found on the Salford City 

Council website Council 19 October 2022 Webcast 

https://salford.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/694439

